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Traditional products

SANUKI SERIES ... -
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“Kinma” has its origin in Thailand and Myanmar and was introduced to Japan in the
middle of the Muromachi period (around the 15th - 16th century) . “Kinma” refers to
a unique method of engraving line patterns on a lacquered surface with a “ken” knife.
This is followed by the application of colored lacquer into the created notches and
finished by polishing the surface to attain a characteristic flatness. In 1955, Isoi
Joshin became a registered living national treasure as a kinma-technique holder and
four other living national treasures were registered after him.
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Originating in China as a technique to engrave thick layers of lacquer, “choshitsu” is
known for the way in which it fully expresses the characteristics of lacquerware
pieces. In “choshitsu” , the final hues of the colors have to be considered throughout
as several layers of colored lacquer are carefully carved down with a “ken” knife to
create a delicate solidity to its appearance.
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Originating in China as a technique to engrave thick layers of lacquer, “choshitsu” is
known for the way in which it fully expresses the characteristics of lacquerware
pieces. In “choshitsu” , the final hues of the colors have to be considered throughout
as several layers of colored lacquer are carefully carved down with a “ken” knife to
create a delicate solidity to its appearance.
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“Gotonuri” is a unique coating method using vermillion pigment which was devised
by Goto Tahei , a clansman of the Takamatsu Domain towards the end of the Edo
Period. Because of its durability, commoners developed a preference for “gotonuri”
products and the method came to be applied to various daily necessities such as
furniture. “Gotonuri” develops a profound vermillion tone over time and is nationally
praised as a Kagawa specialty.
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“Zokokunuri” is one of the traditional lacquering techniques in Kagawa, named after
Tamakaji Zokoku. A repeatedly lacquered wooden base is finished by putting a
powder called “makomo” which grows along rivers and ponds. With use and age,
“zokokunuri” develops a characteristically subtle charm which draws on its
traditional folk background.
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